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Connecting people in the Heart of Jesus 

 January 2024 

God accomplishes this mission in 

us and through us in weekly             

worship, Bible Study and other 

fellowship opportunities. God 

comes to us in the Word and the                    

Sacraments to show us the love 

and new life He has for us in Jesus 

Christ.  He gives us the opportunity 

to serve others and reach           

out with his love. 

Join Us ~ Service times: 

Traditional Worship:                                             

Saturday 6:00pm              

Contemporary Worship:                                     

Sunday 9:00 am 

Education Hour~  Sunday 10:30 am 

My Child & Me 0-3 years 

Sunday School 3 years –Grade 4 

Confirmation Grade 5 –8                 

High School Youth 9-12                  

Adult Bible Study   

Wednesday Bible Study: 

Men’s –Parish Hall– 9:00 am 

Women’s—Parish Hall -9:30 am 

About Us: St John Ministries 

St. John Lutheran Church                      

Battle Creek NE  68715                                                    

308 S. 2nd St.                                                                                                                               

Church 402-675-3155                                   

School 402-675-3605                                                                                                                                 

Childcare 402-675-4039 

Email: churchsecretary@stjohnbc.net                      

Facebook: St. John Lutheran Church 

Web Page: stjohnbc.net 
 

Staff: 

Senior Pastor :  

Rev. B.J. Fouts                                              
 

Associate Pastor:  

Rev. Joseph Leech  
 

Director of Music & Worship:                     

Mr. Steven Whitney 
 

Business & HR  Manager:                            

Katie Schnitzler 
 

Administrative Assistant :                           

Diane Stoural 

Epiphany  
Pastor Letter  

Happy Epiphany, St John Ministries, and Happy New Year 

2024! After completing the seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and 

Christmas and reflecting on the blessings given to us during the              

seasons of thankfulness, the anticipation of the birth of our Savior.  

We now enter a New Year with new beginnings as we await the           

arrival of the Wise Men for Epiphany. 

Last year, we held several events marking our 150th year of 

Ministry on the last day of 2022. Since January is the month we               

devote ourselves to consecration and stewardship, we will spend the 

next four weeks studying our connection to God through His                

provisions, His discipline, and how that connects to stewardship.  

Then we will look at how the Lord restores us to Himself and, finally, 

the faithful remnant of God serving him everywhere they are sent. 

The third week of January 21-27 is also Lutheran School’s 

Week on our campus. We will give thanks to God for the opportunity 

to educate His children. Come to worship on January 21 at 9:00am 

for a special presentation of the school’s first National Lutheran 

School Association Accreditation, and hear the school children sing.  

Throughout the coming month and the New Year, come and 

be an active part of the remnant restored by Christ and serve Him in 

Northeast Nebraska and beyond. There are many opportunities to 

faithfully serve our Lord. If you have questions about where you can 

connect and plug-in, talk with one of the Leadership team members, 

Pastors Fouts and Leech, our Business Manager Katie Schnitzler,              

Mr. Onnen, our school principal, and Mrs. Kelsey Schnoor, our Early 

Learning Center director, or Mr. Whitney, our Music and Worship             

Director. We would love to connect with you in advancing the              

gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Graciously, 

Called to serve, 

Pastor Joseph Leech 

Spiritual Care and Adult Education  
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Celebrating Marriages 
 

One of the greatest tools for building 

strong families is to build strong marriages. 

In 2024 St. John Ministries will be praying for the  mar-

riages in our congregation. We will list the wedding an-

niversaries in the newsletter and pray for these              

couples in worship each weekend. As we look at our 

database, we are not sure we have accurate wedding 

anniversary dates for everyone, please verify with the 

church office your wedding anniversary so we may  

include you in our prayers.  

 

 

 

Eastyn Paul Ruge 

Child of Garret & Holly Ruge 

was baptized into the Lord’s 

family on December 9. 

Sponsors are  

Devin & Nicolette Love. 

 

Haylee Jean Unkel 

Child of Matt & Lori Unkel was 

baptized into the Lord’s family 

on December 9. 

Sponsors are  

Victor & Erin Romero. 
 

_________________________ 

Baptism 

Funerals 

Lowell Henry Bayne 

Lowell was taken home to 

be with his Lord on                  

December 6. 

His funeral was here at St. 

John on December 12. 
 

Inez Marie Swartz 

Inez was taken home to be 

with her Lord on  

December 14. 

Her funeral was here at St. 

John on December 19. 
 

We were  buried therefore 

with him by  baptism into 

death, so that as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the  

glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life.  

Romans 6:4 

The Altar Guild would like to thank 

everyone who donated Poinsettia’s!  

You may take your Poinsettia home 

following services on January 6/7  

January Wedding Anniversaries

2- Bob & Suzanne Buckendahl 

4– Preston & Nikki Buckendahl

26-Neal & Dian Acklie 

28-Rich & Jodi Erickson 

May God bless you 

on your special day! 
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Senior High Scholarship 

Application 

High School Senior Scholarship Application 

Spring 2024. A scholarship fund has been estab-

lished for graduating high school seniors who 

are confirmed and active members of St. John 

Lutheran Church. St. John Stewardship Board 

will govern the award. Visit stjohnbc.net/church 

to apply or call the church office for more            

information.  
 

St. John Ministries Church Workers              

Scholarship Opportunities 

St. John Ministries has established a                  

scholarship fund for a high school senior or 

current college students attending any     

Concordia (Missouri Synod) University.  These 

students must also be in a declared church                

work major.  The application and further       

details can be found on our website at  

stjohnbc.net/church. 

Nebraska District financial support is               

available to anyone preparing for full-time  

service in the church.  More information on 

these scholarship opportunities can be found 

at https://ndlcms.org/scholarships/. 

 

Lutheran High Northeast        

Scholarship Application 

Will you be a student at LHNE 

for the 2024-25 school year? 

All members of St. John                 

Lutheran Church may  apply 

for scholarship assistance.          

Use the QR or go to 

stjohnbc.net/church to apply. 

Offering Envelopes 

Make sure to pick up your 2024 offering                   

envelopes. They are located on the table in 

the  parish hall. If your box is missing or if 

you would like to have giving envelopes 

please contact the church office. 

What does              

Consecration 

mean for us?  

Biblically,  

Consecration 

means living a life 

surrendered to 

the Lord.          

Accepting His will 

for us and          

seeking that will 

each day. It is a 

time to renew 

our vow to live 

for Him. 

 

http://stjohnbc.net/church
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St. John Lutheran Church, Battle Creek, NE 

Council Meeting Minutes Monday, December 18, 2023 

In Attendance: Reid Ehrisman, Sara Anderson, Mike Anderson, Pastor Joe Leech, Karen Grant, Vince 

Hoehne, Pastor BJ Fouts, Jessica Fouts, Kelsey Schnoor, Deanna Anderson, Steven Whitney, Colby Kolm, 

Katie Schnitzler, Brett Freudenburg, and Nick Onnen 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Reid Ehrisman at 8:02 pm.  Reid opened with a devotion 

and prayer. 

Mike Anderson made a motion to approve the November 20, 2023 council meeting minutes.  Second by 

Jessica Fouts. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report by Katie Schnitzler. Budgeted income continues to increase compared to last year.  All 

expense items remain lower than last year at this time except for things out of our control like building 

maintenance/repair items, minimum wage hikes, and employee benefit plan costs.  The current balance 

of operating debt is $157,009.86 with that balance likely continuing to increase.  This current fiscal year 

started with $247,009.86 in operating debt. With school registration money, a portion of that balance 

was paid down in July and August, but now we are in the phase of the year where we need those funds 

for operating costs.  Mike Anderson made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.   Karen Grant               

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Trustees’ Report. None. 

Elders’ Report: by Mike Anderson. The elders are doing their part to monitor expenses and stay under 

budget.  On November 29 the Elders served soup for the Advent meal. A total of $194 was raised from 

that meal. Both Pastors have been busy.  Pastor Fouts has announced that he is “pausing” the delibera-

tion of his call until after the holidays. Please continue to keep him and his family in your prayers.   

Evangelism Report by Sara Anderson.  Evangelism served french toast bake with Parish Ed for the Advent 

meal on December 13.  They served about 75 people.  Evangelism continues to serve coffee and treats on 

Sunday mornings following worship.  They will always take extra treats to stock the freezer.  Evangelism 

will look into “re-vamping” the missionary information board in the narthex. 

Parish Ed Report by Jessica Fouts.  Parish Ed hosted the french toast bake meal with Evangelism for              

Advent.  The funds raised from the meal are for VBS t-shirts. They want to be able to purchase a t-shirt 

for every child participating in VBS this coming July.  Parish Ed packed bags to hand out at the Family 

Christmas worship service this past weekend.  Postcards have been sent to college students with                   

information on church services over the holidays.  There are still quite a few of the older college students 

for whom they have no address information.  Please contact the church office or a parish ed board             

member if you have information on any of these students. Parish Ed’s goal for the year is to enhance our 

congregation’s ministry from birth to death.  
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Parochial Ed Report by Brett Freudenburg. Mrs. Eriksen is finishing her colloquy certification.  Mrs.              

Kollbaum is finishing her master’s degree.  The basketball team is getting new uniforms funded by the  

athletic fund.  The board members are working on finishing up their classroom visits.  The board finalized 

their requests for the endowment fund distribution. The gym floor is still at a stand-still.  It is being used 

for practices, but not for games.  There has still not been a report back from the investigator regarding his 

conclusions on the issue with the floor.  Nick will continue to contact the investigator until an answer has 

been received. 

Early Learning Center (ELC) Report by Deanna Anderson. Staffing updates – Hannah B. will be doing her 

internship in January so they will need to replace a full-time school age teacher.  They are still working on 

the playground design with contractors to make it ADA compliant.  The ELC held a Butterbraid fundraiser 

that gave them a profit of $3,500. Those proceeds will go towards the playground fund.  The ELC is looking 

into doing a “spring spectacular”. There will be more information to come on that.  Kelsey will be starting 

her master’s program in January to get her Admin. in Special Ed. degree.  The board talked about Endow-

ment Fund and their requests for the distribution for 2024. 

Stewardship Report by Karen Grant.  The total raised for the Day of Giving was $13,020.  Stewardship 

served 90 people for the Advent meal on December 6 (up from last year) and raised about $165.  For con-

secration in January, Stewardship will be serving cookies and coffee after church on Saturday, January 27 

and brunch from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm on Sunday, January 28.  Neal Acklie has agreed to serve a 5-year 

term on the Endowment committee.  

Mike Anderson started a discussion regarding the church parking lot usage.  The lot becomes full when 

there are simultaneous activities at the public school.  Mike will get estimates for a sign that reads “lot 

closed to public” or “church event parking only” with interchangeable wording that can be put up during 

church events. This way it would be reserved for church parking only.  Mike is also looking at getting a 

“Welcome, we’re glad you’re here” stamp for the cement in front of the parish hall doors.  These items 

will be discussed with the trustees at next month’s meeting.  

Old Business - None. 

New Business – Approval of Non-Taxable Allowances for Rostered Workers in 2024 

The business manager reported the proposed percentages for each rostered worker. The list will be 

attached to the official copy of the council minutes. Rostered employees must meet 3 “tests” to 

achieve this classification. These percentages don’t change what we pay our workers. It’s just a 

classification for W-2 reporting. The first test is that these percentages are approved in the 

minutes.  The other 2 tests fall personally on the individual. Mike Anderson made a motion to ap-

prove the request for non-taxable allowances for the rostered workers. Second by Karen Grant. 

Motion approved.  

Other – None. 

Next Meeting January 15, 2024 at 8:00 pm. 

Brett Freudenburg made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Deanna Anderson.  Motion carried. 

Closing prayer by Pastor Fouts. ~Minutes submitted by Katie Schnitzler. 
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January Birthdays 

1 Ross Buckendahl 

1 Sewerna Tiedtke 

1 Corinne Trudeau 

2 Derek Unkel 

2 Travis Aldag 

4 Haylee Freudenburg 

4 Jolene French 

4 Kay Knapp 

4 Gavin Tegeler 

4 Treyson Krueger 

6 Aaron Anderson 

6 Nicole Hrabanek 

6 Jason Smith 

6 Harper Wennekamp 

7 Preston Boeh 

7 Jason Dahlberg 

7 Barett Griffith 

7 Kent Hawthorne 

7 Ty Klug 

7 Deb Miller 

7 Bill Thomas 

8 Milan Hoffman 

8 Sharon Prauner 

8 Lydia Roskeland 

8 Ella Hoehne 

9 Lydia Walz-Kruger 

9 Niki Buckendahl 

9 Tom Hitz 

10 Linda Berg 

10 Rachel D. Zohner 

11 Katelyn Brauer 

11 Titus Lewis 

12 Sharon Bierman 

13 Mary Baker 

13 Dan Kirby 

13 Jayne Test 

13 Nancy Wysocki 

14 Haylee Freudenberg 

15 Taylor Schnitzler 

15 Micah Baumgartel 

16 Zeth Volk 

16 Jay Werner 

17 Paul Renner 

17 Brad Freudenburg 

17 Caitlyn Hitz 

17 Chris Preusker 

17 Tammy Werner 

18 Ardith Borgelt 

18 Mary Eckert 

18 Nickii Volk 

19 Brent Anderson 

20 Afftynn Stusse 

20 Scott Lyon 

21 Alyssa Nelson 

22 Kendall Aldag 

22 Katie Schnitzler 

23 Dave Schaffer 

24 Ada Smith 

25 Jacey Hassler 

25 Amy Kuchar 

25 Kevin Wedekind 

26 BriAnna Zohner 

27 Jeff Borchers 

27 Amber Schurman 

27 Jean Unkel 

27 Leah Tillman 

28 Scott Wiedeman 

29 Jerry Schulz 

29 Easton Beck 

30 Joy Bauermeister 

31 Jordan Kollbaum 

31 Melinda Mueller 

 

 

Connecting people in the heart of Jesus. Serving the Lord’s House in January 2024 

If you are unable to serve, please find a substitute and call the church office (675-3155) to correct the            

bulletin. 

Date Time Elders Ushers Sound Booth Acolytes 

Sat.  Jan 6 

Sun. Jan 7 

  

6:00 

9:00 

 

Zohner/ Prauner                                       

J Baumgartel/Wedekind 

 

Acklie/Volk 

J. Borchers/Wolf 

 

Volk 

Borchers/Kirby 

 

Ashley Volk 

Wyatt & Emily 

Wedekind 

Sat.  Jan 13 
Sun. Jan 14 
 

6:00 
9:00 
 

Anderson/Kossmann 

Sunderman/Howser 

 

Acklie/Volk 
Ridder/Fleer 
 

Volk 
Wragges 
 

 
Wyatt & Emily 
Wedekind 

Sat.  Jan 20 

Sun. Jan 21 

 

6:00 

9:00 

 

Borgelt/Kossmann 

Zohner/Prauner 

 

Acklie/Volk 
D. Werner/J. Werner 
 

Volk 

Brauer 

 

 
Wyatt & Emily 
Wedekind 

Sat Jan 27 

Sun Jan 28 

 

6:00 

9:00 

 

Borgelt/Anderson 

J Baumgartel/Wedekind 

 

Schwede/Volk 
Fleer/ Zohner 
 

Volk 

Fouts/Kuchar 

 

 
Wyatt & Emily 
Wedekind 

Can we pray for you? If you would like us to pray for a specific request, contact the 

church office  402-675-3155. For one-on-one prayer or if you just need someone to           

listen, contact Cherie Werner at 402-675-1265. All requests will remain confidential.  

Prayer request box is located in the Church Narthex. 

Join our Ministry prayer group on January 20 in the parish hall classroom at 5:00 pm. 
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Lutheran Bible Institute 

January 7, 2024- 

1:30-4:30pm 

416 W Park Ave, Grace Lutheran 

Church, Norfolk 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Nabil S. Nour 

Rev. Nabel S. Nour, 4th Vice-President of the            

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, who was born 

in Nazareth, will present a detailed Bible study 

about the root of the conflict in the Holy Land.  

Congregations and individuals are 

all invited to attend this event.  

Inclement weather date is             

January 14. 

Reading/Prayer Calendar for January 2024 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

January 1, 2024 January 2, 2024 January 3, 2024 January 4, 2024 January 5, 2024 

Psalm 38 Psalm 39 Psalm 40 Psalm 41 Psalm 42 

Pray for Schools Pray for the Armed 

Forces 

Pray for your chil-

dren or nieces/

nephews 
Pray for your Pastor Pray for blessings in 

worship 

     

January 8, 2024 January 9, 2024 January 10, 2024 January 11, 2024 January 12, 2024 

Psalm 43 Psalm 44 Psalm 45 Psalm 46 Psalm 46 

Pray for Teachers 
Pray for the Govern-

ment 
Pray for your friends Pray for Church staff 

Pray for outreach in 

our community 

     

January 15, 2024 January 16, 2024 January 17, 2024 January 18, 2024 January 19, 2024 

Psalm 47 Psalm 48 Psalm 49 Psalm 50 Psalm 51 

Pray for School Ad-

ministrators 
Pray for the President Pray for the Family 

Pray for the lay lead-

ers of the church 
Pray for missionaries 

     

January 22, 2024 January 23, 2024 January 24, 2024 January 25, 2024 January 26, 2024 

Psalm 52 Psalm 53 Psalm 54 Psalm 55 Psalm 56 

Pray for Students Pray for Congress 
Pray for your spouse 

or parent Pray for the Church Pray for the lost 
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  WINGS – Women In God’s Service 
 

December 

• WINGS Annual Christmas Craft and Vendor Show was held on Saturday, December 2.                 

Delicious homemade soups and pies were enjoyed by many.  Free will donations received will 

be given to local missions and ministries.  It was a wonderful day of  fellowship and shopping!  

Thank you, to all who joined us. 

• WINGS gathered for a Christmas Luncheon at Goody’s Grille.  We were blessed to have the 

church office staff and guests join us. It was a fun time of fellowship together. 

FAQ about WINGS: 

What is WINGS? 

Women in God’s Service 

• Our Mission Statement:  WiNGS exists to honor and worship God, encourage and support 

women, grow in our faith together as we share the gospel and use the gifts He has given us to 

serve Him and others. 

• WiNGS, along will all women at St. John, are members of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML).  The mission of LWML is to assist each woman of the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in 

ministry to the people of the world. 
 

When does WINGS meet? 
 

• WiNGS meets the last Thursday of each month, at 1:30pm in the Fellowship Hall classroom.  

During the summer months, we meet at 9:00am.  Special luncheons are held in May, August 

and December.  Meetings include devotion and prayer, encouragement, event planning,  

fellowship and social time with delicious dessert. 
 

How does WINGS encourage and support? 
 

• Through prayer. 

Financial support given in 2022 to:  Lutheran Bible Translators, Lutherans for Life, Orphan Grain 

Train, Camp Luther, SMILE, Mission Central, Lutheran Hour, Battle Creek Lions Food Pantry 

and Samaritan’s Purse. 

• Special donations to help families in need in our community. Gifts of appreciation to our             

Pastors. 

• Encouraging cards and gifts to the residents and staff at Community Pride Care Center,              

including May Day baskets and Christmas stockings. 
 

How does WINGS grow in their faith? 
 

• Through prayer and devotion at our meetings. 

• Weekly women’s Bible study hosted by WiNGS, meets Wednesday mornings at 9:30 in the               

Fellowship Hall classroom. 
 

Orphan Grain Train Volunteer Day for St. John Ministries is the first Friday of every month from    

10:00 am-2:00 pm. The need for volunteers is great! Come as your time allows.  
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Pineapple Pretzel Fluff ~ Submitted by Christy Schmitz        

Ingredients 

• 1 cup coarsely crushed pretzels 
• 1/2 cup butter, melted 

• 1 cup sugar, divided 

• 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 
• 1 can (20 ounces) unsweetened crushed pineapple, drained 
• 1 carton (12 ounces) frozen whipped topping, thawed 

 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 400°. Mix pretzels, melted butter and 1/2 cup sugar. Press into a 13x9-in. 
pan. Bake 7 minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, beat 
cream cheese and remaining sugar until creamy. Fold in pineapple and whipped topping; 
refrigerate, covered, until serving. To serve, break pretzel mixture into small pieces and stir 
into pineapple mixture. 

Get excited for an incredible night at the St. John's IGNITE Auction on March 2, 2024!                    

Enjoy dinner, entertainment, and thrilling live/silent auctions. Your support helps                

sustain our Christian school by offsetting tuition costs, making education affordable 

for families and easing the church's financial burden. Funds raised also go towards  

scholarships for families in need. Don't miss the fun with a purpose!                                                   

Visit www.stjohnbc.net/ignite for details. 

http://www.stjohnbc.net/ignite
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St. John School children will sing in church                
Sunday, January 21 to kickoff Lutheran 
Schools Week. 

Lutheran Schools Week 

January 21– 26 

Sharing the life-changing message of          

Jesus’ love with more than  

180,000 
Students, their families and the             

communities! 

 

Providing Excellent Academic              

Preparation. 

Raising up the Next Generation of 

Faithful Christian Disciples. 
 

Early Childhood Centers > 1677 

Elementary Schools > 191 

Middle Schools > 625 

High Schools > 103 

Total > 2,594 
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Youth and Family Ministry  

Education Hour Resumes 

January 7. 
Treats are provided in the parish hall  following 

Sunday worship. Connect with us in  Fellowship! 

If you are new to our Education Hour we invite 

you to any of the following Bible studies/Sunday 

School classes.  

 

Sunday 10:30 am (meet in the parish hall first) 

• My Child & Me– ELC Preschool Room 

• Sunday School– 1st–4th Grade-School 

• Confirmation-5th –8th Grade-School               

• High School Youth 9th-12th-School Conference 

Room                                                                                                           

• Mrs. Onnen’s Women’s Study-ELC  

     School Age Room 

• Mr. Onnen Parent Study-School 

• Adult Bible Study –Parish Hall  
 

Weekdays– Beginning January 10 

• Ms. Werner– Tuesday @7:00 pm-  

         Parish Hall Classroom 

• Pastor Joe- Men’s Study Wednesday @ 9:00 

am- Parish Hall 

• WINGS Women’s Study– Wednesday @ 9:30 

am Parish Hall Classroom 

LIGHT Youth Ministry—Grades 9-12 
Where we Learn, Invite, Give of ourselves, and Honor God Together. Watch the Battle Creek Youth Facebook page for updates on future 
events. The St. John Youth program focuses on encouraging the youth to grow in their faith and 

community with one another to serve the Lord. We encourage you to invite friends to come 

to our events. They need not be a member of St. John to join us.                                                             
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